Mossadegh
Mohammed Mossadegh was prime minister of Iran from 1951 to 1953. He was removed from power by Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the Shah of Iran, and pro-monarchy forces in a complex plot, supported by British and US intelligence agencies.  I find his life fascinating and decided to write a brief summary of it after compiling information from multiple written sources plus the video clips that are posted on the site.  
Mossadegh was born in Iraq in 1882 to a wealthy family. After being educated in France, he returned to Iraq to become a professor at the University of Tehran.  His political career took off shortly after WWI in 1920.  For the next 20 years, he gradually worked his way through the political system and eventually became an influential member of Parliament. 
In 1941, he became the leader of a group known as the National Front of Iran.  Its goal was to establish democracy and end foreign presence in Iranian politics, especially by nationalizing the oil fields in Iran.  Most of Iran's oil reserves were in the Persian Gulf area and had been managed by the British Anglo-Iranian Oil Company (which is now BP… or British Petroleum… I’m going to refer to it as that in other parts of this paper for the sake of clarity) for export to Britain over the first half of the 20th century.  For the entire decade of the 1940s, Mossadegh and his group popularized the notion that Iranian oil should be totally controlled by Iranians.  At that time, they were getting roughly 25% of all profits from its oil while BP received the rest.  
Around 1950, the Iranian parliament (with Mossadegh considered to be one of its major leaders) negotiated with BP so the Iranian people could get a higher cut of profits from any oil extracted from Iranian soil.  The Iranians wanted a 50-50 split of the profits.  BP didn’t agree with that and negotiations failed.  On March 15, 1951 the Iran parliament voted to nationalize Iran's oil industry, and seize control of the British-owned and operated oil fields.  Mossadegh was voted in as new prime minister by the Parliament (after an assassination of the guy that had been in power). Aware of Mossadegh's rising popularity and political power, the Shah of Iran recognized Parliament's vote even though he didn’t particularly care for Mossadegh and wanted to maintain a good relationship with Britain. Shortly after coming to office, Mossadegh enforced the Oil Nationalization Act, which involved taking over all operations in the oil fields.
The British government was ticked off.  It announced it would not allow Mossadegh's government to export any oil produced in the formerly British-controlled factories. A blockade of British ships was sent to the Persian Gulf to prevent any attempts by Iran to ship any oil out of the country. An economic stalemate ensued, with Mossadegh's government refusing to allow any British involvement in Iran's oil industry, and Britain refusing to allow any oil to leave Iran. Since Britain had long been Iran's primary oil-consumer, the stalemate was particularly hard on Iran. While the country had once boasted over 100 million dollars a year in exports to Britain, after nationalization, the same oil industry began increasing Iran's debt by nearly 10 million dollars a month.  You see, it costs a lot of $$$ to run an oil industry and you need someone to buy the oil to pay the bills.  Iran had no buyer any more.
Despite the economic hardships of his nationalization plan, Mossadegh remained popular, and in 1952 was approved by parliament for a second term. Sensing the difficulties of a worsening political and economic climate, he announced that he would request the Shah grant him emergency powers. Mossadegh asked the Shah to grant him full control of the military. The Shah refused, and Mossadegh announced his resignation… frustrated.
A new prime minister was temporarily appointed (Ahmed Qavam). On the day of his appointment, he announced his intention to resume negotiations with the British to end the oil dispute. This blatant reversal of Mossadegh's plans sparked  massive public outrage. Protestors filled the streets, including communists and radical Muslims. Frightened by the unrest, the Shah quickly dismissed Qavam, and re-appointed Mossadegh, granting him the full control of the military he had previously requested. 

Taking advantage of his atmosphere of popularity, Mossadegh convinced the parliament to grant him increased powers.  Mossadegh quickly implemented many reforms that were Communist in nature. For example, Iran's centuries old agricultural sector was abolished and replaced with a system of collective farming and government land ownership. 

The governments of Britain and the United States grew increasingly worrieed over Mossadegh's reforms. Publicly, they stated his policies were harmful to the country while privately, both governments wanted access to lucrative oil contracts. Mossadegh refused to budge. Mossadegh's reforms and increasingly close partnership with the Iranian Communist Party also prompted fears that Iran might develop closer ties with the neighboring Soviet Union. 

In October of 1952, Mossadegh declared that Britain was "an enemy," and cut all diplomatic relations with them. In November and December 1952, British intelligence officials suggested to American intelligence that the prime minister should be removed from power. The new US administration under Dwight Eisenhower and the British government agreed to work together toward Mossadegh's removal. 

On April 4, 1953, US CIA director Allen W. Dulles approved $1 million to be used "in any way that would bring about the fall of Mossadegh." Soon, CIA operatives in Tehran (the capital of Iran) began to launch a propaganda campaign against Mossadegh.  In early June, American and British intelligence officials met and put the finishing touches on the strategy to remove Mossadegh from power. Kermit Roosevelt, Jr. a grandson of Theodore Roosevelt, arrived in Tehran to direct it. 

The plot, known as Operation Ajax, centered around convincing Iran's monarch to use his constitutional authority to dismiss Mossadegh from office, as he had attempted some months earlier. The Shah didn’t want to do this at first, and it would take much persuasion and many meetings to successfully execute the plan. Meanwhile, the CIA stepped up its operations. In early August, Iranian CIA operatives pretending to be Communists threatened Muslim leaders with "savage punishment if they opposed Mossadegh".  This was intended to give the impression that Mossadegh was cracking down on any opposition to his rule and stir up anti-Mossadegh sentiment within the religious community. 

Mossadegh became aware of the plots against him and became increasingly paranoid that multiple groups of people were out to get him. He set up a nationwide vote with 1 issue on the ballot… whether or not to eliminate the parliament. The vote was clearly rigged by those loyal to him, with Mossadegh claiming a 99.9 percent victory for the "yes" side. This vote was cited by US- and British-funded opposition press as a reason to remove Mossadegh from power. Parliament was suspended indefinitely, and Mossadegh's "emergency powers" were extended. 

To prevent the plot from succeeding Mossadegh knew he would have to become the true “leader” of  Iran. Since Iran's monarch was the only person who constitutionally outranked him, he perceived Iran's 33-year-old king to be his biggest threat. In August of 1953 Mossadegh attempted to convince the Shah to leave the country. The Shah refused, and fired the Prime Minister.  This move was preplanned by British and American intelligence. Mossdegh refused to quit, however, and when it became apparent that he was going to fight, the Shah, as a precautionary measure (again… planned by the British/Americans), flew to Baghdad and on from there to Rome, Italy. 

Around the world, people believed it was only a matter of time before Mossadegh declared Iran a republic and made himself president. This would have made him the full head of state and given him supreme authority over the nation, something Mossadegh had promised he would never do. 

Once again, massive protests broke out across the nation. Anti- and pro-monarchy protestors violently clashed in the streets, leaving almost 300 dead. Aided by the U.S. CIA and British intelligence, the pro-monarchy forces quickly gained the upper hand, stormed government offices and ransacked the prime minister's official residence. Mossadegh surrendered, and was arrested on August 19, 1953. 

General Fazlollah Zahedi, who had been the CIA's original choice to replace Mossadegh, proclaimed himself as the new prime minister. The Shah himself, after a brief exile in Italy, was rushed back to Iran and returned to the throne. His attempted overthrow and restoration to power had all occurred within a week. 
Mossadegh was tried for treason, and sentenced to three years in prison. Following his release he remained under house arrest until his death in 1967. The new government under the Shah in August 1954 reached an agreement with foreign oil companies to "restore the flow of Iranian oil to world markets in substantial quantities" under the old terms (25% of the profits would remain in Iran, 75% would go to BP)(http://www.nytimes.com/library/world/mideast/080654iran-statements.html)
The extent of the US role in Mossadegh's overthrow was not formally acknowledged for many years.  Eventually the CIA's role became well-known, and caused controversy.  To this day, some believe it was the right thing to do while others believe it was a major mistake.
When the Iranian revolution occurred in 1979, the overthrow of Mossadegh was used as a rallying point in anti-US protests. To this day, Mossadegh's image in Iran is mixed. His secularism and western manners have made official government praise mild at best in the now fundamentalist theocratic state. Yet many others still view him as a victim of US aggression. 

In March 2000, then U.S. secretary of state Madeleine Albright stated her regret that Mossadegh was ousted: "The Eisenhower administration believed its actions were justified for strategic reasons. But the coup was clearly a setback for Iran's political development and it is easy to see now why many Iranians continue to resent this intervention by America." 

Mossadegh had an outgoing personality and was well-known for theatrics, including weeping, fainting, and napping in public. His numerous eccentricities, such as wearing his bathrobe in parliament made him a well-known figure. His controversial actions captured the attention of the world, and he was named as Time Magazine's 1951 Man of the Year.   If he had remained in power in Iran, would the Middle East (and even the world) be a different place?  Who knows…
