Post WWII America – Best Years
The Century Movie Questions (the late 1940s – early 1950s)
1. What British leader came to visit the U.S. less than a year after the conclusion of World War II?

2. What country did that British leader warn the U.S. about?

3. What was the name of that country’s dictator?

4. How long did the Cold War last for?

5. What problem did a lot of returning WWII soldiers have when they first got home?

6. What 2 things did the GI Bill of Rights guarantee returning veterans? (Must name both)
7. What was “the driving force behind the American economy”?

8. Who transformed “thousands of acres of potato fields” in NY into suburbs? (his last name is on the sign before town)
9. Approximately how many children were born in the U.S. between 1946 and 1952?

10. What group of people “gave up their careers” and “took a step back” after WWII?

11. What did President Truman order to be desegregated shortly after WWII?

12. Who was the 1st African-American male to play in major league baseball?

13. What country was clearly “on top of the world” immediately following WWII?

14. Approximately how many Soviet citizens died during World War II?

15. How many countries around the world did the U.S. have troops in following WWII?

16. Who commanded the 400,000 U.S. Soldiers that occupied Japan following WWII?

17. What did poor people in Germany “rummage through” in order to find food following WWII?

18. What worried Americans that people in Western European countries destroyed by war might do in order to solve their problems?
19. How much financial aid did the U.S. provide to Western European countries?

20. What was the name of the plan that was developed to distribute the financial aid to Western Europe?

21. Rather than help citizens out, what did the Russians do with anything of value from Eastern European countries?

22. How many Soviet soldiers died while trying to capture Berlin?

23. What did Soviet soldiers frequently do to German women following the war?

24. What 4 countries took equal control of the German capital city of Berlin? (Name them all)
25. What did Stalin do to try to get the 3 Western Allies out of Berlin?

26. How did American and British forces eventually start supplying the city?

27. How many months did this go on for until Stalin allowed regular activities to resume?

28. What year did the Soviet Union successfully detonate their 1st atomic bomb?

29. What did many American families do to prepare for the possibility of an atomic bomb being dropped in the U.S.?

30. Who became the communist leader in China?

31. Where did U.S. troops go in 1950 to fight against the spread of communism?

32. How many Americans died during this conflict?

33. Who was arrested and executed for passing atomic secrets to the Soviets?
34. Who was the most popular writer during the Red Scare?

35. How many Americans were investigated by the FBI for possible ties with the Communist party between 1947 and 1952?

36. Who was the commander of U.S. forces in Korea until he was fired for insubordiation?

37. How much more powerful was the hydrogen bomb tested by the U.S. in 1952 compared to the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima during WWII?
38. Who was the first presidential candidate to use television advertising in an attempt to persuade Americans to vote for them?

39. What gift did Vice President Nixon admit to illegally accepting during the 1952 Presidential campaign?

40. What famous scientist admitted to being a huge TV fan?

