US History II
Chapter 21: Civil Rights (1954-1968)
Study Questions

Section 1: Taking on Segregation
1. Who won the 1860 election?

2. How did Southern states respond?  Why?

3. What event begins in April of 1861 and lasts approximately 4 years?

4. What is the Emancipation Proclamation?

5. Who wins the Civil War?

6. What 3 amendments go into effect within 5 years of the conclusion of the war?  What do these amendments do?

7. What does the period of Reconstruction following the Civil War refer to?

8. Who did the Ku Klux Klan originally contain?  Why did they form?
9. What did the Civil Rights Act of 1875 say?  Why didn’t it work?

10. What was the Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)?  How did it impact African Americans for over 50 years?

11. What main goals did the NAACP have?  

12. How did life for African Americans change during the Great Migration that occurred throughout WWI and WWII?  

13. What was the decision in the Brown v. Board of Education case?

14. How did most Northern States react to the case? What happened?
15. How did most Southern States react to the case?  What happened?

16. What did Rosa Parks do to get well known?  

17. What did the NAACP decide to do in response to how Rosa Parks was treated?

18. Who led the efforts of the NAACP in Montgomery?  
19. What did Martin Luther King, Jr. mean by "soul force"? 

20. What did the Supreme Court end up ruling about the Montgomery situation?

21. What were the 3 key provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1957? (Chart on pg. 714)
22. What were the goals of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)?

23. How was the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) different from the Southern Christian Leadership Conferences (SCLC)? 

Section 2:  The Triumphs of a Crusade

24. Who were the Freedom Riders and what did they hope to achieve? 

25. How did JFK deal with the governors of Alabama and Mississippi trying to keep black students out of public colleges? 

26. What was the purpose of the Children Crusades in Birmingham, Alabama?  
27. How did law enforcement react to the Children Crusades?

28. What occurred throughout the country that summer in reaction to the Crusades?
29. Where did the major Civil Rights March occur in August of 1963? 
30.  What historic speech occurred at the conclusion of that event?
31. What did the Civil Rights Act of 1964 do?

32. What did the 24th Amendment to the Constitution do?

33. Why did civil rights groups organize Freedom Summer in 1964? 
34. What caused Freedom Summer to get nationwide TV coverage?

35. What was the purpose of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party [MFDP]? 
36. What was the goal of the Selma Campaign?  
37. What were the 2 key provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965? 
38. How did the Voting Rights Act of 1965 impact the # of African Americans registered to vote?
Section 3:  Challenges and Changes in the Movement

39. What led to rioting in many major cities around the U.S. during the mid 1960s?

40. How did MLK Jr feel about the rioting?

41. What were some of the key beliefs of Malcolm X?  What happened to him?

42. How did Stokely Carmichael change SNCC?  
43. What was the slogan "Black Power” supposed to refer to?  How did many white people view it? 

44. Why did Huey Newton and Bobby Seale create the Black Panthers? 

45. What kind of media attention did the Black Panthers usually get?  
46. What was the purpose of the Kerner Commission?  
47. What was the Kerner Commission conclude?

48. How did the government respond to the Kerner Commission’s findings? 
49. What happened to MLK Jr. in April of 1968?

50. How did large cities respond to the MLK Jr. news?
51. What were the key provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1968?
52. What political figure was assassinated while running for President in 1968?

53. What is de jure segregation?  Has this been eliminated by the Civil Rights Movement?

54. What is de facto segregation? Has this been eliminated by the Civil Rights Movement? 

55. How has White Flight contributed to major cities falling apart?

