US History II

Chapter 16: World War Looms (1931-1941)

Study Questions
Section 1:  Dictators Threaten World Peace
1. What caused Russia to get out of WWI early? 

2. Who led the new government that was created?

3. What kind of government was formed?  How does it work?

4. Who became the Soviet Union’s leader in 1924?  What was his nickname?
5. How did the Soviet Union’s leadership want to change the economy of the country around?  Was it successful?  Explain

6. What problems did Italy have when WWI was over?

7. Who was the leader of Italy throughout the 1920s and 1930s?  What was his nickname? 
8. Did Italy’s new leadership fix the problems?  How did people react?

9. Who was the leader of Germany by the mid 1930s?  What was his nickname?
10. What caused him and the Nazi Party to become popular?  Explain.

11. What were the 3 main beliefs of Nazism established in the book Mein Kampf?

12. Why did Japan feel the need to expand and who did they attack to do so?

13. What 2 things did Germany do to violate the Treaty of Versailles and challenge the League of Nations?

14. What did Italy do to challenge the League of Nations?

15. How did all 3 countries (Japan, Germany, and Italy) respond to criticisms from the League of Nations?

16. What happened in Spain in 1936? What did Germany and Italy do to get involved?

17. What was the US response at first to the world conflicts?  
18. What are 3 pieces of legislation that FDR and Congress signed to support this position?
19. What action caused FDR to change his position?  Which country did the U.S. help?  
Section 2:  War in Europe
20. What was the 1st country that Hitler added to the Third Reich?  How did most people living there feel about it?  
21. Where is the Sudetenland? Why did Hitler want to include it in his Third Reich?

22. What was the Munich Agreement?  How long did it take for Hitler to break his promise?
23. Why was Hitler concerned about attacking Poland? 
24. What did the Soviet Union agree to do to change those concerns?  

25. When did Hitler attack Poland to officially start WWII?  
26. How long did it take Hitler to conquer Poland? 

27. What is the phony war? 
28. What 4 countries did the Soviet Union invade (besides Poland) in 1939?  How did the Allies feel about this?
29. What 5 countries did Hitler take over in the spring of 1940?

30. What key mistake did the French make in predicting where Germany would attack from?

31. What occurred at Dunkirk, France and why is it significant?

32. Which country entered the war on the side of Germany in 1940 and helped them force France to surrender?

33. Describe the Battle of Britain.
34. Which new technological device really helped the Royal Air Force shoot down German planes?

Section 3  The Holocaust
35. What is the definition of the Holocaust?

36. Who were the targets of the Holocaust?  
37. What are some possible reasons for them being targeted?
38. What does Kristallnacht mean?  What happened on these 2 nights? 
39. How were other European countries guilty of the Holocaust?  
40. Why was the U.S. selective in accepting Jewish refugees?  

41. What is the significance of the ship named The Saint Louis?  What ended up eventually happening to most of the people on board?
42. What was a ghetto?  Describe what life was like inside ghettos.
43. What was a concentration camp?  How was life different for Jews here than in ghettos?

44. What kind of camps were finally constructed for the purpose of exterminating Jews?

45. What country were most of these camps in?

46. What was the name of the biggest camp?

47. What was the most popular method to exterminate Jews?

48. How many Jews are estimated to have died as a result of the Holocaust?

49. What were some other groups that were targeted by the Nazis during the Holocaust?
Section 4: America Moves Towards War
50. What event led to the U.S. no longer being neutral in WWII?

51. What was the U.S. “cash and carry” provision? 
52. What 3 major countries were the main parts of the Axis?

53. What were 2 ways Congress prepared for possible U.S. military involvement in WWII?

54. How did Roosevelt break the long term policy about presidential terms?
55. What was the “Shoot on Sight” policy? Why did we go to it before we entered the war?
56. What countries signed the Atlantic Charter? What did they promise each other?

57. How many countries became part of the Allies?  
58. Which 3 major countries were the main Allies?

59. Identify 3 countries that Japan took territory from in 1941? (use the map on pg 556).

60. What did the U.S. do in response to this aggression that angered the Japanese?
61. What was the date of the attack on Pearl Harbor?  
62. How many people were killed at Pearl Harbor? 
63. How long did it take for Congress to declare war on Japan?  
64. How long did it take for Germany and Italy to declare war on the U.S.?
