US History II

Chapter 15: The New Deal (1933-1940)

Study Questions

Section 1: A New Deal Fights the Depression

1. Who were the candidates in the 1932 Presidential Election?   Who won?
2. What about FDR’s physical appearance made him different than previous presidents?

3. What did the 20th Amendment change? 

4. What was the New Deal? What were its 3 major goals?
5. What does FDR do on his 1st full day as President? 

6. What were “Fireside chats”?  Did the public like them? 

7. What was the AAA?  Who did it try to help?  How did most of the public feel about it?

8. What was the CCC?  Who did it try to help?  What made this program unfair by today’s standards?
9. What were the 2 Major Goals of the NIRA?

10. What did the PWA and CWA do?

11. What did the National Recovery Administration do?

12. Did FDR believe in providing direct relief to the public?

13. How did FDR plan to pay for all of his programs?  Did this become a popular way to govern?

14. Who are liberals?  What did they think about FDR’s programs?

15. Who are conservatives?  What did they think about FDR’s programs?

16. What 2 major programs were declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court?  Why?

17. Why was FDR's court-packing bill all about?  Did it end up happening?  Why or why not?
18. Who was Father Coughlin?  What did he want FDR to do?

19. What did Dr. Townsend want FDR to do?  

20. Who was FDR’s biggest competition for reelection in 1936?  What happened to him?  What did he want to happen to our economy?
Section 2: The Second New Deal Takes Hold

21. When did the 2nd New Deal take place?  Why was it needed?
22. Who were the Presidential candidates in the 1936 election?  Who won?   

23. What made FDR’s wife different than previous 1st ladies?

24. What was the purpose of the Works Progress Administration?  Why was it criticized by some?
25. What was the purpose of the National Youth Administration?  

26. What were the major provisions of the Wagner Act of 1935?  
27. What were the three areas covered by the original Social Security Act of 1935? 

28. Why might the Social Security Act be considered the most important achievement of the entire New Deal era? 
Section 3: The New Deal Affects Many Groups

29. How were women discriminated against during the New Deal?

30. How did most women feel about FDR?  Why?

31. What was the "Black Cabinet”?  Why was it unique?
32. Did the New Deal discriminate against African – Americans?  Why or why not?

33. Did FDR support full civil rights for African - Americans? Why or why not?
34. How did most African – Americans feel about FDR? 

35. How did most Mexican – Americans feel about FDR?  What did they need to get a job with the U.S. government?

36. How was the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 different from prior government treatment of Native Americans as laid down by the Dawes Act of 1887?   Did most Native Americans like this?
37. What happened to labor union membership during the New Deal?  Why?
38. What were sit-down strikes?  How effective were they? 

39. What does the New Deal Coalition refer to?  Who did it include?  
Section 4: Culture in the 1930s

40. Were movies popular during the Depression?  Why?  How did they change from previous decades?
41. Were radios popular during the Depression?  Why?  What type of programming did people listen to?  

42. What was the Federal Art Project?  

43. What was the Federal Theater Project?

44. What was the Federal Writers Project?

Section 5: The Impact of the New Deal

45. What caused funding for most New Deal Programs to end?  
46. Summarize the arguments supporting and against the New Deal listed in the Point – Counterpoint section on pg. 516 in your textbook.
47. What New Deal programs are still around today? 

