Chapter 14: The Great Depression Begins (1929-1933)

Section 1: The Nation’s Sick Economy

1. What was the biggest cause of the Great Depression? 
2. How were farmers negatively affected by the end of WWI?

3. How did the McNary-Haugen bill attempt to help the farmers?  
4. Why did President Coolidge veto the McNary-Haugen bill? 

5. Why were many older businesses struggling to make money in the 1920s?

6. Why did the auto industry begin to struggle by the end of the 1920s?

7. What was happening to the work force as a result of many industries struggling in the 1920s?

8. How were Americans able to afford to live “good lives” in the 1920s?

9. How was the distribution of income unequal in the US during the 1920s?  
10. How was the unequal distribution of income in the 1920s bad for the economy? 

11. Why did Herbert Hoover win the 1928 presidential election? 

12. What is the Dow Jones Industrial Average?

13. How did the Dow Jones Industrial Average do throughout most of the 1920s?

14. What happened on “Black Tuesday”?

15. Why did so many banks fail so quickly during the early 1930s? 

16. What % of the population was unemployed in 1929 compared to 1933?
17. What happened to ordinary workers that were able to keep their jobs during this time?
18. How did the Hawley-Smoot Tariff of 1930 worsen the worldwide depression? 

Section 2: Hardship and Suffering During the Depression
19. How did the Great Depression affect the lives of ordinary people in urban areas?

20. How did the Great Depression affect the lives of ordinary people in rural areas? 

21. What was the Dust Bowl?

22. What were the causes of the Dust Bowl?

23. How were minorities affected by the Depression? 
24. How were women affected by the Depression?

25. How kids and teenagers affected by the Depression? 

26. What were the social and psychological effects of the Depression?
27. Who was most likely to try to help people out suffering from the Depression early on?

28. Who was blamed for not helping out enough during the Depression?
Section 3: Hoover Struggles with the Depression

29. What did President Hoover mean by the term "rugged individualism?"  
30. Did President Hoover’s plan of doing nothing to fix the economy work?

31. What were the results of the 1930 congressional elections?

32. What did farmers do to show their displeasure with Hoover?

33. How did the media begin to react to Hoover’s lack of action

34. What are cooperatives? 
35. How successful were the government projects that President Hoover finally started towards the end of his presidency? 

36. Who made up the Bonus Army?  
37. What did the Bonus Army want?

38. Did the Bonus Army get what they wanted?

39. How did most of the public view President Hoover's treatment of the Bonus Army? 

40. Who won the 1932 Election?  What was the main reason? 

41. What is the significance of the Boulder (Hoover) Dam?

