US History I

Chapter 11: The First World War (1914-1920)
Study Questions

Section 1: World War I Begins
1. What were the 4 major long-term causes of World War I? Be sure you can explain each of them clearly.
2. Which European country had the strongest army before World War I?  

3. Which European country had the strongest navy before World War I?

4. Which major European country was least successful with imperialism?
5. Who was Archduke Franz Ferdinand?  How was his death significant to the start of war?
6. What date is recognized as the start of World War I?
7. What was the Schlieffen Plan?  Did it accomplish its goal?  Explain why or why not.
8. What was trench warfare?  How many different kinds of trenches did each side typically have?  Describe how a war was waged under this system. 
9. What were 3 arguments made by those that opposed the U.S. entering the war? 
10. Which side did most Americans support?  Provide 3 reasons why. 
11. What 2 reasons did the U.S. government give for preparing for war against Germany?
12. How successful were the British naval blockades? 
13. What was a U – boat?  How did the German U-Boat campaign affect U. S. public opinion and actions? 
14. Who were the candidates for President in 1916?  Was it a close election?  Be sure to identify which party each candidate was from.
15. Briefly describe the 3 events that finally led to President Wilson requesting Congress for a declaration of war in the spring of 1917.
16. According to President Wilson, what was the goal of the war?

Section 2: American Power Tips the Balance
17. Which side looked like it was going to win the war before the U.S. got involved?  Why?

18. What was the status of the U.S. military before WWI began?  Explain.

19. What was the Selective Service Act?   Explain how it impacted the military.
20. How were African Americans treated in the military? 
21. What role did women play in the military during World War I?

22. What 4 steps did the U. S. government take to build a naval fleet quickly? 
23. What military advancements made warfare much more deadly? 
24. How were airplanes used at the beginning of WWI compared to the end of WWI?

25. What five steps did the Allies take to reduce losses sustained from German U – Boats?
26. How did U.S. troops entering the war on the ground in 1917 eventually impact the outcome of the war?
27. What were 3 major factors that heavily contributed to Germany losing the war? 
28. When was the armistice to end WWI signed?  How long had the U.S. been fighting this war for?
Section 3: The War at Home
29. What were the 3 major priorities of the U.S. Government at home during WWI?

30. What was the purpose of the War Industries Board (WIB)?  
31. What happened to prices for goods in the U.S. during the war?  

32. What happened to people’s wages during the war?  
33. Who benefited most from the WIB, producers or consumers?

34. What role did women play on the home front during WWI? 
35. How did most African – Americans view our involvement in WWI?

36. What was the Great Migration?  Identify the 2 major reasons it occurred and know how it changed the U.S. of the Great Migration.

37. What 2 methods did the U.S. government use to get $ to fund the war effort?
38. What was the purpose of the Committee on Public Information? 

39. Which 2 groups were the major targets of the Alien and Sedition Acts? 
40. What was the purpose of the Espionage & Sedition Acts?

41. Identify the maximum penalties for violating the Espionage & Sedition Acts.

42. How were people with German ancestry perceived by other Americans during World War I?   Identify some examples to support your answer.
Section 4: Wilson Fights for Peace
43. Outline the 7 main provisions of Wilson's Fourteen Points. 
44. What was the League of Nations?

45. What did the other Allies dislike about Wilson’s Fourteen Points?
46. Identify the men (and country each person represented) who made up the "Big Four" at the Peace Conference.  
47. What were the main provisions of the Treaty of Versailles?  
48. Why was there so much opposition to the League of Nations in the U. S.?   Did the U.S. join it?
49. List the major consequences of U.S. involvement in WWI. 
50. List the major consequences for most of Europe following WWI. 
51. Why was Germany in the worst position of all following WWI?
