US History I

Chapter 10: America Claims an Empire (1890-1920)
Study Questions

Section 1: Imperialism and America

1. Define the word Imperialism.  
2. How did European imperialism affect Africa?

3. Which Asian country was a major target for imperialist nations, including Japan and the U.S?

4. Clearly identify the 4 factors which fueled American imperialism.

5. Identify the 4 goals that Admiral Alfred T. Mahan believed the U.S. should strive to accomplish in his book, The Influence of Sea Power Upon History:  1660-1783
6. When was the territory of Alaska purchased?  Which country was it purchased from?  How much $ per acre did it cost to purchase?  
7. Identify 3 reasons that Americans had an interest in the annexation of Hawaii. 
8. What problems did the McKinley Tariff of 1890 cause for U.S. sugar growers in Hawaii? 
9. When did the U. S. finally annex the territory of Hawaii?  Why do you think Hawaiian’s weren’t allowed to vote on this like they were promised?
Section 2: The Spanish American War

10. Who was José Martí?  
      Why did he destroy American-owned sugar mills and plantations in Cuba in the 1890s? 

11. Identify and explain the 3 factors which promoted American support for Cuban independence
12. Where did the war begin?  Why?
13. How prepared were U. S. troops for war in 1898? 
14. What was the myth and what was the reality regarding the events surrounding the Rough Riders and the American victory in the Battle of San Juan Hill? 
15. How long did the war last?
16. List the major provisions of the Treaty of Paris of 1898? 
Section 3: Acquiring New Lands

17. What strategic importance did Puerto Rico hold for the U. S.?
18. What was the significance of the Supreme Court’s ruling in the Insular Cases? 
19. What are the pros and cons of Puerto Rican statehood?

20. What were the 4 major provisions of the Platt Amendment?  Which provision is still enforced by the U.S.? 
21. How did the US treat Filipinos immediately following the Spanish-American War?
22. What did it take ($$$, deaths, amount of time) for the U.S. to win the Philippine – American War?  How does this compare to the Spanish – American War?
23. Define the term sphere of influence.  Identify the 5 countries that established these areas in China before the U.S. got involved.

24. What was the main idea behind the Open Door Policy? 
25. What 3 beliefs about the U.S. economy were reflected in the Open Door Policy? 
26. How did nations who were already involved in China react to the Open Door Policy? 
27. What caused the Boxer Rebellion?  How was this Rebellion put down?
28. What was the main argument made by those that supported the spread of U.S. imperialism? What was the main argument made by those that opposed the spread of U.S. imperialism?
Section 4: America as a World Power

29. What led to the Russo-Japanese War?  
30. Why did the Japanese want a quick peace settlement?

31. What was the name of the peace treaty to settle the conflict?  

32. What prestigious award did Teddy Roosevelt win for helping negotiate the peace?
33. Why did the U. S. want a canal through the Isthmus of Panama? 
34. How did the U. S. acquire the 1st half of the  land necessary to build the Panama Canal?   
35. What problem occurred shortly after the U.S. acquired this land?

36. How was this problem solved?  

37. How long did it take to finish the canal? 
38. What was the Roosevelt Corollary about?  What document was it similar to? What nickname was given to the type of diplomacy Roosevelt believed in when it came to foreign policy?

39. How type of diplomacy did Taft believe in?  How was it different than Roosevelts? 
40. What type of diplomacy did Wilson believe in?  How was it different than Roosevelt’s and Taft’s?
41. What did Pancho Villa do to anger the U.S.?  What U.S. General was assigned to capture him?  What global event caused the search for Villa to be called off?  
